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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 46-61 and 70-78 are pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 46-61 and 70-78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0065732 to 
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Rodgers et al. [hereinafter Rodgers, previously cited] in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,832,242 to Keskar et al. [hereinafter Keskar]. 



6. As to claim 46, Rodgers teaches a method of distributing software [content 
management application is also adapted to transmit a copy of itself to the PDA of 
consumer B upon instruction from consumer A; p. 3, paragraph 0028] between portable 
computer systems [content may legitimately be passed directly from one consumer to 
another; p. 3, paragraph 0028], the method comprising: 

demarking files [instructs the content management program running in PDA 90, 
via a graphical user interface on the screen 90S of the PDA to beam a copy] on a first 
portable computer system by a first [consumer "A"] user [transmit a copy of a piece of 
content to another consumer using a PDA, consumer "A" instructs the content 
management program running in PDA 90, via a graphical user interface on the screen 
90S of the PDA to beam a copy of a specified piece of content; p. 3, paragraph 0028], 
the demarking indicating that the demarked files [metadata 202 and the hash 204 for 
the content, and bundles both into a message 200; p. 3, paragraph 0028] are available 
for downloading by a second portable computer system by a second [consumer B] user 
[consumer B is now able to consume the content transmitted from consumer A; p. 3, 
paragraph 0029]; 

automatically [p. 3, paragraph 0027] transferring the demarked files, from the first 
portable computer system to the second portable computer system [metadata 202 and 
the hash 204 for the content, and bundles both into a message 200 which is then 



Application/Control Number: 10/058,173 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2194 

transmitted via the wireless port 1 10 to the PDA 190 of a consumer B; p. 3, paragraph 
0028] when the first portable computer system and the second portable computer 
system are within a communication range according to a communication protocol 
[Bluetooth or infrared wireless output; p. 3, paragraphs 0026 and 0027]. 

Although Rodgers teaches transferring metadata about the content between two 
portable computers [p. 3, paragraph 0028], Rodgers does not specifically teach the 
metadata including summary information with respect to the demarked files, the 
summary information consisting of descriptive information associated with the demarked 
files, the descriptive information being devoid of the demarked files. 

However, Keskar teaches sharing items between handheld devices [col. 3, line 
63 - col. 4, line 17], the sharable items including game applications, system applications 
and utility applications [col. 1 , lines 30 - 43], demarking files on a first portable computer 
system by a first user [block P710, the sender, or the person wishing to share a relevant 
item(s), uses the HSA Ul to initiate the sending of the relevant item(s); col. 13, lines 20 
- 55], the demarking indicating that the demarked files are available for downloading by 
a second portable computer system by a second user [block P720, the sender's HSA 
beams the intent to share the relevant item along with the sender's user identification 
information; col. 13, lines 20 - 55], automatically transferring the summary information, 
from the first portable computer system to the second portable computer system [block 
P720, Fig. 7; col. 13, lines 20 - 55] the summary information consisting of descriptive 
information associated with the demarked files, the descriptive information being devoid 
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of the demarked files [sharable note may, for example, include information pertaining to 
the descriptions and locations of the sharable item; col. 13, line 55 - col. 14, line 13]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Rodgers to include the features of 
Keskar. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
combination because this gives the recipient an opportunity to determine whether they 
want to accept the sharable item prior to the transferring of the shareable item. This 
reduces the amount of data transferred if the recipient refuses the sharable item. 

7. As to claim 55, Rodgers as modified teaches a portable computer system 
[content management application is also adapted to transmit a copy of itself to the PDA 
of consumer B upon instruction from consumer A; p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers] 
comprising: 

a bus [col. 2, lines 57 - 67 of Keskar]; 

a processor coupled to the bus [col. 2, lines 57 - 67 of Keskar]; 

a wireless transceiver coupled to the bus for transferring information to other 
computer systems [PDA also has a wireless output 110, typically either Bluetooth or 
infra red, which enables messages to be beamed over short distances to other PDAs; p. 
3, paragraph 0026 of Rodgers]; and 

a memory coupled to the bus [PDA 90 when it is to be stored in memory that 
does not already contain a copy of the content; p. 3, paragraph 0027 of Rodgers], 
wherein: 
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the portable computer system [PDA 90; p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers] is 
configured to: 

store demarked files, the demarked files [instructs the content management 
program running in PDA 90, via a graphical user interface on the screen 90S of the PDA 
to beam a copy of Rodgers] being demarked by a first [consumer "A" of Rodgers] user 
[transmit a copy of a piece of content to another consumer using a PDA, consumer "A" 
instructs the content management program running in PDA 90, via a graphical user 
interface on the screen 90S of the PDA to beam a copy of a specified piece of content; 
p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers] and being available for downloading to a second 
portable computer system by a second user [consumer B is now able to consume the 
content transmitted from consumer A; p. 3, paragraph 0029 of Rodgers and col. 13, 
lines 20 - 55 of Keskar], and 

automatically transfer [p. 3, paragraph 0027 of Rodgers], to the second portable 
computer system, summary information with respect to the demarked files [col. 13, line 
55 - col. 14, line 13 of Keskar] when the second portable computer system is within a 
communication range [metadata 202 and the hash 204 for the content, and bundles 
both into a message 200 which is then transmitted via the wireless port 1 10 to the PDA 
190 of a consumer B; p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers] of the portable computer 
system according to a communication protocol [Bluetooth or infrared wireless output; p. 
3, paragraphs 0026 - 0028 of Rodgers and col. 12, lines 6 - 25 of Keskar], said 
summary information consisting of descriptive information associated with said 
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demarked files the descriptive information being devoid of the demarked files [col. 13, 
line 55 - col. 14, line 13 of Keskar]. 

8. As to claim 70, Rodgers as modified teaches a portable computer system 
[content management application is also adapted to transmit a copy of itself to the PDA 
of consumer B upon instruction from consumer A; p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers] 
comprising: 

means for storing demarked files, the demarked files [instructs the content 
management program running in PDA 90, via a graphical user interface on the screen 
90S of the PDA to beam a copy of Rodgers] being demarked by a first [consumer "A" of 
Rodgers] user [transmit a copy of a piece of content to another consumer using a PDA, 
consumer "A" instructs the content management program running in PDA 90, via a 
graphical user interface on the screen 90S of the PDA to beam a copy of a specified 
piece of content; p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers] and being available for downloading 
[col. 13, lines 20 - 55 of Keskar] to a second portable computer system by a second 
user [consumer B is now able to consume the content transmitted from consumer A; p. 
3, paragraph 0029 of Rodgers], and means for automatically transferring [p. 3, 
paragraph 0027 of Rodgers], to the second portable computer system, summary 
information with respect to the demarked files [col. 13, line 55 - col. 14, line 13 of 
Keskar] when the second portable computer system is within a communication range of 
the portable computer system according to a communication protocol [p. 3, paragraphs 
0026 - 0028 of Rodgers and col. 12, lines 6 - 25 of Keskar], said summary information 
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consisting of descriptive information associated with said demarked files, the descriptive 
information being devoid of the demarked files [col. 13, line 55 - col. 14, line 13 of 
Keskar]. 

9. As to claim 77, Rodgers as modified teaches a method of distributing software 
between computer systems [p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers], the method comprising: 

demarking files [instructs the content management program running in PDA 90, 
via a graphical user interface on the screen 90S of the PDA to beam a copy of Rodgers] 
on a first computer system [consumer "A" of Rodgers] by a first user [transmit a copy of 
a piece of content to another consumer using a PDA, consumer "A" instructs the 
content management program running in PDA 90, via a graphical user interface on the 
screen 90S of the PDA to beam a copy of a specified piece of content; p. 3, paragraph 
0028 of Rodgers], the demarking indicating that the demarked files are available for 
downloading [col. 13, lines 20 - 55 of Keskar] from the first computer system [p. 3, 
paragraph 0029 of Rodgers]; and 

automatically transferring [p. 3, paragraph 0027 of Rodgers], from the first 
computer system to the second portable computer system, descriptive information 
associated with the demarked files, the descriptive information being devoid of the 
demarked files [col. 13, line 55 - col. 14, line 13 of Keskar] when the first computer 
system enters into communication with the second computer system [p. 3, paragraphs 
0026 - 0028 of Rodgers and col. 12, lines 6 - 25 of Keskar]. 
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10. As to claim 47, Rodgers as modified teaches the communication protocol is a 
wireless communication protocol [col. 12, lines 5 - 25 of Keskar]. 

11. As to claim 48, Rodgers as modified teaches the wireless communication 
protocol includes infrared light signaling [PDA also has a wireless output 110, typically 
either Bluetooth or infra red, which enables messages to be beamed over short 
distances to other PDAs; p. 3, paragraph 0026 of Rodgers and col. 12, lines 5 - 25 of 
Keskar]. 

12. As to claim 49, Rodgers as modified teaches communications between the first 
portable computer system and the second portable computer system are direct [col. 12, 
lines 5-42 of Keskar]. 

1 3. As to claim 50, Rodgers as modified teaches displaying at least a portion of the 
transferred summary information at the second portable computer system [recipient is 
prompted for guidance; col. 13, lines 50-55 of Keskar]; and selecting, via a user 
interface [user interface 220; col. 4, lines 57 - 67 of Keskar], at least a subset of the 
demarked tiles from the displayed portion of the transferred summary information at the 
second portable computer system [allowing the recipient to have the option to manually 
reject the item or accept the item; col. 13, lines 50 - 55 of Keskar]. 
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14. As to claim 51 , Rodgers as modified teaches the selecting via the user interface 
further comprises touching an area of a display screen of the second portable computer 
system [user interface 220; col. 4, lines 57 - 67 of Keskar]. 

15. As to claim 52, Rodgers as modified teaches receiving, at the second portable 
computer system, a download of the selected ones of the demarked files from the first 
portable computer system in response to the selecting via the user interface at the 
second portable computer system [p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers and col. 13, lines 
50 -55 of Keskar]. 

16. As to claim 53, Rodgers as modified teaches at least some of the selected ones 
of the demarked files are executable files to be executed at the second portable 
computer system [content management application is also adapted to transmit a copy of 
itself to the PDA of consumer B upon instruction from consumer A; p. 3, paragraph 0028 
of Rodgers and col. 1 , lines 30 - 43 of Keskar]. 

17. As to claim 54, Rodgers as modified teaches the executable files include one or 
more application files that have limited functionality or limited time of use [indicative of a 
time-limited licence, or licences that prevent sharing with peers may be provided, p. 2, 
paragraph 0022 of Rodgers]. 
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18. As to claim 56, Rodgers as modified teaches the communication protocol is a 
wireless communication protocol [col. 12, lines 5 - 25 of Keskar]. 

1 9. As to claim 57, Rodgers as modified teaches the wireless communication 
protocol includes infrared light signaling [p. 3, paragraph 0026 of Rodgers and col. 12, 
lines 5 -25 of Keskar]. 

20. As to claim 58, Rodgers as modified teaches the portable computer system is 
configured to communicate directly with the second portable computer system [p. 3, 
paragraphs 0026 and 0029 of Rodgers and col. 12, lines 5 - 42 of Keskar]. 

21 . As to claim 59, Rodgers as modified teaches the portable computer system is 
configured to download selected ones of the demarked files to the second portable 
computer system in response to receiving a download request from the second portable 
computer system [col. 13, lines 40 - 55 of Keskar]. 

22. As to claim 60, Rodgers as modified teaches at least some of the selected ones 
of the demarked files are executable files to be executed at the second portable 
computer system [content management application is also adapted to transmit a copy of 
itself to the PDA of consumer B upon instruction from consumer A; p. 3, paragraph 0028 
of Rodgers and col. 1 , lines 30 - 43 of Keskar]. 
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23. As to claim 61 , Rodgers as modified teaches the executable files include one or 
more application files that have limited functionality or limited time of use [indicative of a 
time-limited licence, or licences that prevent sharing with peers may be provided, p. 2, 
paragraph 0022 of Rodgers]. 

24. As to claim 71 , Rodgers as modified teaches the communication protocol is a 
wireless communication protocol [col. 12, lines 5 - 25 of Keskar]. 

25. As to claim 72, Rodgers as modified teaches the wireless communication 
protocol includes infrared light signaling [p. 3, paragraph 0026 of Rodgers and col. 12, 
lines 5 - 25 of Keskar]. 

26. As to claim 73, Rodgers as modified teaches means for communicating directly 
with the second portable computer system [p. 3, paragraphs 0026 and 0029 of Rodgers 
col. 12, lines 5-42 of Keskar]. 

27. As to claim 74, Rodgers as modified teaches means for downloading selected 
ones of the demarked files to the second portable computer system in response to 
receiving a download request from the second portable computer system [col. 13, lines 
40 -55 of Keskar]. 
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28. As to claim 75, Rodgers as modified teaches at least some of the selected ones 
of the demarked files to downloaded by the means for downloading selected ones of the 
demarked files are executable files to be executed at the second portable computer 
system [content management application is also adapted to transmit a copy of itself to 
the PDA of consumer B upon instruction from consumer A; p. 3, paragraph 0028 of 
Rodgers and col. 1 , lines 30 - 43 of Keskar]. 

29. As to claim 76, Rodgers as modified teaches executable files include one or 
more application files that have limited functionality or limited time of use [indicative of a 
time-limited licence, or licences that prevent sharing with peers may be provided, p. 2, 
paragraph 0022 of Rodgers]. 

30. As to claim 78, Rodgers as modified teaches the first and second computer 
systems enter into communication automatically when they are positioned within a 
communication range [p. 3, paragraph 0028 of Rodgers and col. 12, lines 5 - 25 of 
Keskar]. 

Conclusion 

31 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

32. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Li B. Zhen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571)272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Li B. Zhen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2194 
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